Introduction
Agricultural ecosystems are generally less diverse than the natural ecosystems they replace because the aim of agriculture is to produce a limited number of species that we find useful (Altieri, 1994; Gerard, 1995 (Sotherton, 1985; Asteraki, 1994; Dennis and Fry, 1992 (Williams, 1994 (Tables 1 and 2) , and data from a replicated trial (Home and Edward, 1996) important that discussions on biodiversity do not only concern conservation areas or natural ecosystems, but should include agricultural ecosystems. It is generally accepted that agricultural activities such as ploughing reduce the biodiversity of fields but the biodiversity of agricultural ecosystems can be similar to other natural systems (Paoletti et al., 1992 (Rivard, 1964 (Rivard, , 1965 
